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There's another challenge that is coming, and that is the transition in Cuba -- the only country in the 

Americas not ruled by a government that its people have chosen. We respect the dignity and the talent 

of the Cuban people.  And we believe unequivocally that Cuba deserves, no less than any other nation in 

the Americas, to choose its own future freely, without outside interference. 

Any attempt to ease Cuba into the 21st century through relatively small and highly controlled economic 

openings will not work in the long term.  The Cuban regime must show that it's got the confidence in 

itself and in its people to stop using the secret police to control political discourse.  The regime must and 

should remove the fear factor from Cuba’s political life. 

We are eager to support Cuba and its talented people in transforming its society.  We want to engage 

with Cuba.  We want to engage its people as free citizens, not as subjects. 

 

http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2008/May/20080508143309eaifas0.8175012.html

